[Deadlock in a crisis unit, from helplessness to containment].
The case of a young woman hospitalised in a psychiatric unit illustrates the deadlock which invades institutional life and presents possible solutions for overcoming it. This deadlock is in fact two-fold: that of the patient and that of the team caring for her. The patient's suffering is echoed by that of the caregivers, whose attempts to re-establish a bond, to give meaning to the procedures carried out, are lost in the meanders of an instability which has been reinforced over time by the pleasure of repetition.